 

Christo and Jeanne-Claude
Over the River Project

Analysis of Christo’s website:  www.christojeanneclaude.net/otr2.html

 

  Construction and materials:

        The Proposed Project Timeline clearly spells out a total of three full years of disruption to the valley – not the mere “two weeks of inconvenience” that is always pitched to the media.  

        The month of the exhibition is going to be in either July or August.  These are the months that farmers and ranchers are cutting, baling and shipping hay in and out of the valley, via Highway 50.  If hay is not bought during these months, the price goes up dramatically.  This is also when cattle is shipped out.

        The construction will include “caissons” (these are concrete foundations) that will remain in the riverbanks forever.  They will start out at 12” below ground level, but as all of you rafters know, one good river swell and they will all be exposed. 

        “Temporary lane closures” are predicted.  Instead of giving times for how long drivers will be delayed during construction, they give the number of feet involved.  Who cares what the distance is?  We will still be sitting in traffic at a dead stop instead of getting to our jobs on time, transporting heart attack victims to the hospital, delivering mail and getting food and water from the nearest towns.

 

  Wildlife protection:

        “Fabric panels are being located to minimize the impacts on wildlife to the extent practical”.  What does this mean?  Practical to Christo, to the engineers, or to the laborers?  Why are we accommodating these people?  And so what if the panels are hung in areas other than the identified watering trails – the sheep and other wildlife won’t be able to get across the highway at any point with 1200 cars per hour viewing the project. 

        They are still proposing to implant heart monitors in the bighorn sheep – to see if the project is stressing them.  Would implantation of a heart monitor not be the most stressful thing yet?

        Anchor installation is going to be scheduled  “outside of lambing period” – what about breeding times, raising the lamb times, rest and relaxation times?  The construction is going to last two years, with dismantling the following year.

        Guzzlers are not going to provide water for both predators and prey – this is a perfect set-up for slaughter and the spread of disease, such as pasteurella in the Bighorn sheep and  Chronic Wasting Disease that was recently found in the deer and elk populations in Fremont County.  
       So they are going to “monitor” for raptors – what good will that do?  Raptors hunt the entire river – how will they dive through fabric and cables to get their prey?
       No other wildlife concerns are addressed – what about the mountain lions, bobcat, geese, ducks, fish, herons, dippers, Prebbles jumping mouse, etc.
 

The environment:

       Christo plans to “minimize disturbance of rocks” during anchor installation.  Doesn’t drilling, blasting, and pouring concrete constitute “disturbance”?
       Referring to the anchors, FOR group leader, Steve Reese, noted that they would “stabilize” the riverbanks.  Has there been a massive erosion problem with the banks?  Why would we want to fix a nonexistent problem?
  Traffic Control and Public Safety:

        The Christo website uses the word “Develop” - a CDOT approved traffic control plan.  This is because they have no idea of how to control the traffic problems.
        This same word (develop) applies to their emergency medical evacuation plan.  Can you even conceive of trying to get hundreds, if not thousands of cars out of the canyon in the event of a wildfire, terrorist act, or mass casualty incident?
        “Maintain on-site towing services for quick response” – and just how will they get through the traffic to either pick up the disabled car or tow it away? Highway 50 has only 2 lanes for approximately 26 miles of the project distance.
        “Place variable message boards throughout the corridor” – these will only further distract drivers, causing more accidents and delays.  How will these signs be enforced – people will stop and take pictures where they want.  There cannot be a traffic policeman every ten feet.
        They propose to provide alternate route information for commercial trucks.  The only alternate route between Canon and Salida is hundreds of miles and hours away – through Colorado Springs and over Ute Pass.
        Emergency response teams are to be stationed at key points – they will not be able to get through the canyon any faster than the slowest vehicle ahead of them – again, because of the 1200 cars per hour trying to see this work of art.  Emergency vehicles are required to follow the same traffic rules as everyone else.  They can only pass when it is safe.

        Helicopters can only be used in areas that are open and flat enough for them to land.  Victims would have to be transported to these areas, and the same problem as noted above applies.  Helicopters can’t land with winds greater than 35 mph.

         It’s great that BLM fire response teams will be on stand by, but how will they get the trucks and water to the fires? Are they going to run people off the road?

        A suggestion was made that a third lane be created down the center of the highway for use by emergency vehicles.  First of all, there are approximately 25 miles of the highway that cannot accommodate a third lane (river on one side, mountain on the other) and even if they closed the road down for the next year to widen it enough – who gets to use the center lane if there are two emergencies?

        Not addressed at all in the website traffic plan are accommodations for the local populace. How are we to get medical attention (either home health care or keeping doctor’s appointments in town)?  How are we to get food and water during the two weeks of the exposition?  Many residents truck their water in, and most of us work in either Canon or Salida.  Are we supposed to use our vacation time, or just go without pay?  Who will pay our mortgage bill that month?  How will we get our mail, since the mail trucks and carriers will not be able to get through the glut of traffic?  Many people get their prescription drugs through the mail now – are they supposed to go without their heart medicine until after this wonderful art work is down and the tourists have left?  Why is there absolutely no mention of the impact on the local population?  There are approximately 4000 people who live between Texas Creek and Swissvale.  Adding in people who live up by the Gorge, and those between Swissvale and Salida, you could estimate 4500.  During an average summer week there are traffic accidents on the county roads off of Highway 50 and there are the usual medical emergencies in addition to the trauma calls.  How will these victims be transported through the canyon to hospitals located 45 miles away, since the only route is Highway 50?  Several residents in Salida are on dialysis.  They must travel to Canon City 3 times per week for this treatment or they will die.
· During the Scoping meetings, an alternate route was shown as using Hwy 69 from Texas Creek south to Road Gulch, then Copper Gulch North back to Highway 50.  There was no mention of creating turn lanes for either Road Gulch off 69, or to County Road 3, off of Hwy. 50.  Neither have turn lanes now, and people who live in this area take their life in their hands when turning off the main roads.  In addition, Road Gulch is a dirt road, barely maintained by the county for the lower 2/3rds.  The top end of Gulch Road, and Copper Gulch road, from that junction to County Road 3 is chipped and sealed, and it has a truck length limit of 18 feet.  Neither road is engineered to withstand heavy usage, let alone become a major thoroughfare. 

Law enforcement and communications:

        If there is so much of a need for police and law enforcement, why is this extremely dangerous project even being considered?

        All references are to the canyon and keeping the crowds in line.  What about the looting, vandalism and trashing that will occur on the rural roads off of highway 50?  How will our local law enforcement get to a crime that happens in the Eagle Peak area or in Acres of Ireland?  The victims will be dead and all of their belongings gone by the time a deputy could get there.
 

Over the River Project Work Force:

        A “preference” for hiring local people does not mean that local people will, in fact, be hired.  Who, in their right mind, wants a job that will only last for two weeks anyway?
 

Sanitation and garbage:

        What a pleasant and artistically beautiful sight to have garbage dumpsters and portable toilets stationed up and down the river – “during installation, exhibition and removal”.  And, no doubt, people will always put their trash and deposit their human waste only in these facilities.
Insurance and bonding:

        So there is a bond:  how long will the court case take to determine if that death was really caused by the project – or, perhaps, was that person “going to die anyway”?  So you lose your house and all your animals in that wildfire – was it really caused by the project, or was it the fault of that inattentive tourist?  Meanwhile, you are grieving the loss of your loved one, or are without a home.  Yes, these types of litigation go on for years – maybe it would be easier to just get on with your life.  So, millions of dollars in insurance and bonds means very little.  Remember, the main job of an insurance lawyer is to make sure that you won’t see any of that money.
 

 Project costs:

        There has been much said about “no costs to the public” for this project.  Please refer to the costs to the local populace under “Traffic” above.  It does not seem humane to deem loss of livelihood, denial of medical care, disruption of peace and quiet and unforeseen disasters as “no monetary cost” to the taxpayer.  

 

        How will it be possible for all the county, state and federal agencies to determine the costs associated with the project?  Every phone call, meeting, memo, etc. that refers to the project is taking time away from other projects that our tax dollars paid for.  They have not hired additional people at the BLM or Division of Wildlife to deal specifically with this thing.  Nor is the regular staff working overtime to make up for the hours devoted to getting this project approved.  I doubt that any of the workers have a “meter” on their desk that they can punch in and out to charge to Christo.

 

